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Editorial 


Ovr publication date precludes more than the beginning of our study on the Library Associa- 
tion Conference which, from the point of view of numbers, has been one of the largest. We 
shall continue in our next issue such comment upon it as the importance of the subjects under 
discussion would seem to warrant. 


This is ‘‘ examination” month. It is more critical for many than recent examination 
times because so many who have lost the war years, and have given another year to exclusive 
library Study at one of the Schools, now come up for their ordeal. We all know how severe 
a test is the resumption of a study which circumstances have compelled us to negleé& and, 
while we hope that the standards will not be lowered, we hope the Board of Examiners will 
recall their own difficulties after the first great war. This must specially be the case in such 
completely aerial subjects as literary appreciation, an indefinable subject ranging over all 
literature and introducing, in its possibilities, every debatable matter of choice, taste and style. 
It depends upon what the examiners think they want. Last year there was aétually a question 
on the influence of the shape of the stage on the theatre and, we assume, drama. Only an expert 
could tackle it and its lack of precision leaves candidates completely fogged. There appears 
to be no way of discriminating between ex-service candidates, struggling to “‘ catch up,” 
and those who have had uninterrupted years of study. 


> 


We hear, incidentally, that the number of candidates exceeds any in the record. The 
organization by the profession of its own teaching and examination schemes is becoming a 
great business and, as it is mainly carried out, apart from the heavy and exaéting office manage- 
ment, by the busiest librarians in England, it becomes more formidable every year. One 
would scarcely expect to find the chief librarian of Manchester in the post of senior examiner 
in the Entrance examination—as an example of our argument—yet such is the case and, we 
assert confidently, it proves the serious emphasis the Association places upon its examinations. 
We, who admit that we are often critical, are glad to say this. 

By the time these words appear the material matter of the subscription to the L.A. will 
have been decided. Librarians, being reasonable people, will bear in mind that the cost 
of living, even for professional organizations, is no more static than it is for themselves. 
Moreover, the programme before the Association, in the implementing of its post-war policy 
proposals, cannot be achieved, or even advocated, without considerable staff and adminis- 
trative expenditure; and, although we still remain relatively lowly-paid, we are better 
situated than ever we were. The proposed increases of approximately fifty per cent. are 
reasonable and will, we are convinced, produce good dividends in service. We believe they 
are Still lower than those of any comparable professional association in the country. 

* * * 

Some perturbation, we hear, is caused by the refusal of the Editor of The Library 
Association Record to publish advertisements of posts which do not carry the salaries advocated 
by the Association or, at any rate, come 4within sight of them. The argument is that in the 
provinces, and in the counties in particular, these L.A. scales are not operative, never have 
been, and are unlikely to be. This places the librarians, who advertise tor assistants at the 
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previous low rates which their own persuasions have failed to raise, in an embarrassed 
position ; they themselves have nowhere reached the scale. This is a sad position, of course, 
and too great rigidity in dealing with advertisements is to be deprecated, but the Editor’s 
practice has our entire confidence. These “‘ cut-rate offers” can appear elsewhere because 
over other journals librarians have no influence but, in their own, what the profession has 
declared to be a reasonable remuneration—and it alone has the right to say what value should 
attach to our training and experience—should be maintained. In time authorities may learn 
that our schools are not machines for producing cheap skilled labour for the county rates- 
cutter or anyone else. Any other practices makes our library schools just that ! 


* * * * 


The great heat of the second half of May, following so closely upon the great cold of the 
preceding months, has tempted some librarians to open-air library activities. We hear of gar- 
dens attached to libraries where there are services of books and periodicals, deck chairs and 
similar amenities. There may be, although no direé account of them has reached us, revivals 
of the practice of giving Sstory-hours in the public parks. Luton, now most enterprising, 
had such story hours in Wardown Park in 1945. The idea could be extended to outdoor 
lectures, not exceeding twenty minutes, on reading, in places where people congregate 
occasionally, and so on. An adjacent refreshment room, kiosk or ice-cream stall, would add 
to the joy of the occasion. But—we recall that this is the unique summer for sunshine an 
heat, to this early June day, for eighty years, and permanent arrangements for such activities 
will be very disappointing. The English summer is normally cold, wet and, with a few 
lovely exceptions, inhospitable. 

* * * * * * 

To The Journal of Documentation for Match, Mr. Eric N. Simons, who is Publicity Manager 
and Information Service Officar of Edgar Allen and Co., Ltd., Sheffield, contributes a most 
Stimulating article which he calls ‘‘ A Novice on ‘ Documentation’ ”. He demurs from the 
term itself as suggesting ‘‘ dreary, bewhiskered old fossils” ; but is mainly concerned with 
the fact that much of the librarianship with which he appears to be acquainted is unenter- 
prising and not a little uninformed. The librarians apparently whom he has met—we hope 
not in recent years—seem to be unaware of and certainly not to possess proper catalogues 
and indexes to the material in their care. He does not think a librarian should shove a 
voluminous catalogue into the hands of an enquirer, but should produce the actual document 
required ; further, librarians do not exploit and shout loud enough about their treasures. 
He agrees that no librarian is able to read more than a tiny fraction of his books, but he wants 
him to explore his own domain. Then we have this quotation: ‘I often tell my friend 
Lamb, of the Sheffield Public Libraries, that librarians never read, and he quite rightly answers 
that if they do their jobs properly they have no time to read”. As Dr. Joad says, “ it all depends 
upon what you mean by ‘ work properly’ and ‘ read’”. Our readers will remember Mark 
Pattison’s assertion that the librarian who reads is lost—and a distinguished librarian’s retort 
that the librarian who does not read is damned! Two stimulating personalities seem to have 
met over documentation, and we commend every statement in the article to the careful 
consideration of our readers—for the critic is construétive and kindly. 


* * * * 


The Annual Conference of ASLIB this year will be held at the London School of 
Economics on Saturday and Sunday, zoth and 21st September, the Annual General Meeting 
being held on the Friday evening before at Canterbury Hall, Cartwright Gardens, London, 
W.C.1, where also there will be some residential accommodation for the non-London members. 
There is to be a very good programme: on punched cards and other mechanized aids, the 
construction of books and peridoicals, and it is hoped also that the influence on information 
of the Atomic Energy A& will be considered, and much else that promises a most useful 
and attractive conference. 

* * * * * 

The Library Association, in co-operation with the University of Birmingham and the 
Birmingham Public Library Committee, have issued their ‘‘ Prospectus of the Eleventh 
Summer School of Librarianship, to be held at Birmingham, 18th to 30th August, 1947.” 


| 
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Brighton: A Diary 

By W. C. Berwick Sayers. 
Monday 9th June, 1947. 
As we came down by road on Sunday, June 8th, the brilliant intervals were threatened by 
the dark clouds which, when we ran through Horley, burst into rain which blotted out my 
windscreen and for a brief quarter-hour turned the main road into a river. The hot weather, 
with its scalding sunshine of the latter part of May, had given way to something much more 
bearable but the promise was somewhat mixed. However we arrived safely and woke up 
on Monday morning to sunshine once more and to a dancing, sparkling sea. 

The familiar faces begin to appear on the footways of the promenade. The clouds 
gathered once or twice during the morning but, on the whole, we have perfect Conference 
weather to set off in. So, to the Pavilion whose “‘ beauty ” is much heard of in guide books 
but whose imitative character always detracts from it in my imperfeét eyes, where I joined 
the long queue to get my papers, a yellow and far too prominent badge and a card entitling 
me to sit on chairs on the promenade, when available. Or, shall J be available ; there are, 
this afternoon a choice for me of two general sessions, and two committee meetings. The 
first general session, under the chairmanship of Mr. Seymour Smith I sampled with much 
interest. The much-enduring and hearty stalwart of Bethnal Green had much to tell us of 
the ordeal of that much-attacked area; I listened to Mr. George Vale, as I always do, with 
the greatest interest. The general service man’s point of view was given admirably by Mr. 
H. V. A. Bonny, who has now succeeded Mr. Philip at Gravesend ; and Mr. F. P. Sinclair, 
whose work at St. Pancras has done much to bring information and advice and music and 
other culture to his people discoursed excellently on the many ways in which the home 
librarian has served during the war and in the immediate aftermath. There was an excellent 
audience. 

Later I glanced in upon Mr. T. E. Callender who staged a really good show on “ Punched 
Card Systems ” at the second general session, under the chairing of Mr. J. T. Gillett. He 
showed us how by the use of hand or machine punch, with good demonstration how many 
forms of information, in small compass and with simplicity of operation could be afforded 
by the method. Well—he received criticism ; was much of this information of any use to 
anyone. Did it advance culture, etc., etc.? My answer is that, if any mechanical means 
gives us a greater grip of the administrative work, it must place us in a better position to do 
the cultural. All did not agree. 

I am told that the Committee meeting of tutors and examiners did a lot of good work, 
in the direction of defining more clearly what parts of the examination syllabus mean, in 
three hours of solid talk. It was a desirable meeting but I must leave that in detail to those 
who were there! The National Committee on Regional Co-operation had also a produétive 
meeting. The Regional Systems are faced with the problem of incomplete union catalogues, 
and to complete them more staff and therefore more money is required. On the other hand 
there is a rumour that the Carnegie U. K. Trust is withdrawing, little by little, from library 
gifts or sustenance. I suppose its money must be much less than it was. I cannot help, 
however, the reflection that Andrew Carnegie’s main love was the library and to alienate 
the money he left from them is not exaétly justifiable. I know, of course, that his will envisaged 
the changing needs of the people. One critic thought the union catalogue superfluous because 
great libraries tended to duplicate themselves in their stock. This is an important point ; 
a union catalogue could well omit these great ones. The meeting, however, as a whole went 
for the union catalogue. 

I had been unable to snatch time for tea, before arriving breathlessly at my hotel for 
dinner. Then, at 8, again to the Royal Pavilion, to an excellent crowded Mayoral reception. 
There I caught a glimpse of the veteran, H. D. Roberts, his successor Charles Male and the 
present librarian, Clifford Musgrave and his delightful wife. There we resumed old acquaint- 
ances with these and many others, and ate excellent refreshments while the youngsters, to a 
good dance band, made use of the smooth floors of the beautifully arranged and famous 
ballroom. It was still light when I came forth reluctantly, but a bracing walk along the 
promenade brought me contentedly to my hotel and to bed. 
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Tuesday. 

A brilliant day, the sea in its best mood, with a breeze that made living a joy. This 
much I saw and felt at breakfast but the day was to be, largely, an indoor, strenuous one. 
Brighton is fortunate in the possession of the Dome, which must hold nearly 2,000 people ; 
we looked an immense crowd as we sat on the lower floor and spilled over into the balcony. 
The Council occupied the platform and we rose in a dignified manner with them on the 
incoming of the Mayor, the President and his honorary officers. The President’s tall graceful 
figure—he has a superb platform manner—made a capital centre for the group, and his first 
words: ‘‘ Good morning, what a lovely day it is!” gave a sort of keynote that he is so apt 
to strike. I was glad to see three foreign librarians, from Sweden and from Spain, and again 
appreciated the presence at one end of the platform of H. D. Roberts balancing his compara- 
tively youthful successor, Clifford Musgrave, at the other end. We had some important 
preliminaries. The Mayor’s welcome was cordial and told of the loss or damage of thousands 
of homes as well as of precious lives in Brighton—a place to which in the first days of the 
war we went for safety—and the hard, and it seems to me successful struggle back to the 
usual life of a great pleasure-health resort. They rejoiced in conferences. Incidentally, I may 
say they have excellent, indeed unusual, accommodation for them. That kindliness over, 
the President bestowed the Honary Fellowship on Dr. Mansbridge in absentia, but the founder 
of the W.E.A., and the N.C.L., sent a telegram of apology and a charming letter of acknow- 
ledgment. Absent, too, was Miss Elizabeth Goudge, the winner of the Library Association 
Carnegie Memorial Medal. Her winning of this medal for “‘ an outstanding children’s book,” 
her The Little White Horse was described by the Chairman of the ( ‘ouncil, Mr. J. P. Lamb, 
who said the medal was not lightly given and the book was a real contribution to a small 
and rare class. The President handed the medal to Mr. Brown of the Oxford University 
Press who published the book and he made an interesting suitable reply. 

The President’s address will appear /n extenso in The Library Association Record, where I 
shall read it with intense interest. Suffice to say, it was dignified, impressive, in some places 
Starkly frank, and held us for well-nigh one hour. He reviewed the changing kaleidoscope 
of library experience during the fifty years in which he has served. Vast changes had occurred. 
Yet his mind was full of questionings as to why, in spite of the fact that we were undoubtedly 
the greatest intellectual influence amongst the mass of the people, this faét had never reached 
the minds either of our legislators or of social, or even educational, historians. Whether he 
could give the final answer or not I doubt, as no doubt he did, but his address must be 
pondered, digested, and, if he has his way—and it seems a good one—we must set in order 
the whole library house, reorganize the profession and devote much more of life to it. It 
is a marvellous challenge to the young who are to carry on the work of his generation (and 
mine). 

In a beautifully phrased vote of thanks, ‘“‘ Lamb of Sheffield ” expressed what he felt about 
the speech, his own and our debt to the man who made it, and left us all with a consciousness 
that we had enjoyed an experience of unusual character. As, indeed, we had. 

There was a great crowd at the opening of the Exhibition that followed, I am glad these 
trade contacts for us are revived; but, at this stage, I have not examined the Exhibition 
closely enough to comment on it. 

Like yesterday, the day is crowded. In the afternoon Mr. Lamb presided over the 
delivery of two eloquent papers. The subject was the Library Committee. The papers were 
contrasted but complimentary. Councillor A. Ballard, of Sheffield, fine, robust orator, dealt 
with the changing face of Local Government and the accession to it of a new, self-taught race 
of councillors who had the advantage of learning their work amongst the people. There 
was much more than this in his very interesting speech: I only note an impression. He was 
followed by a paper of quite special brilliance by the youthful Town Clerk of Swindon Mr. 
D. Murray John, who dealt legally, practically and most sympathetically with the seleétion, 
management and possibilities of the library committee. He desired the retention of the 
freedom of the committee from organized education as the expression and focus of all 
cultural effort in an atmosphere of freedom; but he desired the committee to extend its 
functions, the music, the drama and the arts. He mentioned that Swindon has established 


THE LIBRARY WORLD 173 


a small arts centre which had these purposes. I shall enjoy more close study of this essay, 
which was read with especial skill. 

In the afternoon I glanced in at the meeting of the County Library Section, where, really 
I had no right to be. There was a motion before the meeting to close down the Seétion 
owing to the growing feeling that there was no vital difference between the work of the 
town library and that of the county. Of course there is no real distinction because many 
counties now serve quite considerable towns and the only further problem is that of distance 
—the serving of small areas is common to both town and county. I am, however, still of 
opinion that while sections tend to emphasize their differences from other seétions rather 
than their likeness to them, the county seétion has performed excellent service which when 
it does disappear—if it does for the motion was referred to the Committee—must receive 
due acknowledgment. 

The evening saw the inauguration of the new Seétion for Work with Youth, which, 
under the chairmanship of Miss D. D. Chilcot, was set going by an address on the work as 
the foundation of all library work and the especial point was that its value was to be assessed 
by its success in producing intelligent adult readers. This was followed by a clever, know- 
ledgeable paper by the gifted children’s librarian of Hendon, Miss Eileen H. Cowell on the 
children’s books of the past twenty years. This I must say more about later. 

There is no doubt about the strenuous life of the conference. 


(To be continued.) 


The Differentia of the Librarian 


By A. BRoADFIELD 


I nave lately received from Miss Grace O. Kelley, readers’ adviser for the Queens Borough 
Public Library, Jamaica, N.Y., a paper entitled, “‘ The Classification of Books in Retrospect 
and in Prospect: a Tool and a Discipline.” This is reprinted for private circulation by the 
University of Chicago Press from ‘‘ The Acquisition and Cataloging of Books,” edited by 
William M. Randall (1940). 

Like her book,? this paper by Miss Kelley is refreshing ; the originality of her work is 
the simple result of an uncommonly earnest desire to mediate successfully between author 
and student. Her study is marked by the openmindedness and natural moderation of the 
scholar, and the book of which it forms a chapter is less widely known than one of the most 
important contributions of the last ten years to the literature of librarianship is entitled to be to 
British scholars. 

*“‘ A librarian is a person who never knows anything but can always tell you where to 
find it.” Asan educationist Miss Kelley is concerned to change this. The librarian is powerless 
to aé&t as a connecting link between the minds of author and student without knowledge of 
what is to be conneéted—without knowing, that is to say, what passes in the mind of each. 
In one sense the effective use of a library resembles a legal contract : the librarian, as solicitor 
for both sides, cannot effectively bring them together without exact knowledge of their 
respective intentions, and the further involvements of these. The breadth of view engendered 
by study of the interrelations of the sciences can alone provide the librarian with the mental 
furniture which his work at its higher levels requires. Without such thorough study, carried 
out with the scientist’s passion for investigation, librarians will continue “ to sip here and to 
sup there in casual reading and superficial examination of books, and will become possessed 
of the miscellaneous mind.” Miss Kelley has personally undertaken graduate courses, of 
which one was entitled ‘“‘ Modern Viewpoints in Psychology,” and a synopsis of this course, 
appended in the form of a folding table to her paper, reveals the ground covered. 

““T have thought a great deal,” she says, “ about the library profession and have 
wondered why it is that librarians cannot enhance their professional prestige and the con- 
ceptions of the library’s social values in the minds of educators, of scholars, and of those 
generally who seem to be in a position to aé as arbiters in determining the scale of professional 
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values.” Scholars today have special knowledge, and Miss Kelley realises that the enhance- 
ment of the profession of librarianship can only be brought about if its members have special 


knowledge also. But of what? The world of learning is not impressed by the answer “ of 


the techniques involved in handling and describing books,” for these are not sufficiently 
mind-stretching. Nor are they the peculiar province of the librarian; many of them he 
shares with the bookseller, the bibliographer, and the book colleétor. Although a few 
librarians are eminent in these fields, their eminence distinguishes them as bibliographers 
or historical and literary scholars, nor as librarians. There is as yet no definition of librarian 
which would state his differentia, and therefore no special quality in which he may excel. 
Miss Kelley therefore wishes the profession of librarianship to require its own special 
discipline, not merely a knowledge of the use of its tools. The librarian should furnish his 
mind with a conspectus of human intellectual activities which, having regard to its breadth 
and depth, no other specialist can hope to acquire ; this is his proper domain, his differentia. 
It is the only theoretical grounding which will enable him to bring the right books to the 
right persons ; and only as a philosopher of the sciences will be be uniquely respected. This 
is therefore the kernel of the librarian’s profession, while as yet we have only the shell. 


1 English agents : Cambridge University Press. 

2“ The Classification of Books: an Inquiry into its Usefulness to the Reader,”” New York, H. W. 
Wilson Co., 1937. 

3 Reprint, pp. 176-7 


Read the Book—See the Film 
By A. G. S. Enser, A.L.A. (Branch Supervisor, Swansea Public Libraries) 


Pernaps, of all subjects chosen for display purposes Fi/med Books holds the most appeal for 
most borrowers, particularly if the display is tastefully set out, an adequate number of filmed 
books made available, and a list of the books which have been filmed and included in the 
display, supplied. 

Considering that approximately 25,000,000 people in Great Britain visit the cinema every 
week and that films are based on literature in the form of scripts, it will be realised how 
important writing is to the film world. As literature is the basis of lil -arianship, the 
association between films and libraries should be complementary. 

Is it any surprise then, to find that quite an extensive list of books that have been filmed 
can be compiled? There is surely a moral somewhere for librarians in the following 
extract. ‘‘... After seeing any famous novel on the screen, Vanity Fair, The Little Minister, 
Wuthering Heights, Pride and Prejudice, etc. ... 1 want to read it, for whereas on the shelf it 
might have looked a bit heavy and rather dull, with Greer Garson as the heroine and Laurence 
Olivier as the hero /¢ seems entirely different.” (My italics !)* 

However, a display of filmed books should be undertaken only if the stock of the library 
system will permit an extensive and intensive colleétion since it will be found that this subject 
appears to be over-successful wherever displayed and difficulty may be experienced in keeping 
many of such books available for issue from the display stands. Consequently, the whole 
resources of the library service concerned should be culled in order to obtain a representative 
selection, including as many duplicate, triplicate and even quadruplicate copies of the same 
title as possible. It may be found advantageous to purchase copies of the series entitled 
‘* Book of the Film” published by World Film Publication, Ltd., at 2s. per copy. as these 
books are copiously illustrated by “ stills ” from the aétual film. U nfortunately, these copies 
are paper-backed and it is essential to have them bound before issue. 

It is suggested that the books available should be listed alphabetically under the title 
of the film, followed by the name of the author of the book, notes being given where the 
film title differs from that of the book from which it was taken, e.g., ‘ Love Letters,” taken 
from ‘‘ Pity My Simplicity,” by C. Massie. 

Appended is a list of books, other than plays, that have been filmed. Compilation of a 
similar list in respect of Fi/med Plays is in progress and it is hoped to publish this shortly. 


Sociology of Vilm,”’ by |. P. Maver, Faber. 1946, Pp. 204. 
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Bea 
Bec 
Bel 
Bel 
Bel 
Bel 
Ber 
Bet 
Bev 
Big 
Blac 
Bla: 
Blo 
Bod 
Bric 
Bris 
Bro 
Bro 
Bro 
Bus 
Call 
Call 
Cap 
Capi 
Cara 
Carr 
Casi 
Cen 
Cha 
Chri 
Cim: 
Cita 
Clau 
Clau 
Clun 
Com 
Con: 
Con: 
Con: 
Cou 
Crin 
Crin 
Crov 
Cuck 
Davi 
Deat 


Title of Film 

Adventures of Huckleberry Finn, The 
Adventures of Mark Twain, The . 
Adventures of Tom Sawyer, The 
A@ion for Slander. 
All Quiet on the Western Front 
All This and Heaven Too 
Amateur Gentleman, The 
Amazing Dr. Clitterhouse, The 
Amazing quest of Mr. Ernest Bliss, 

The 
Anna and the King of Siam 
Anna Karenina ‘ 
Anne of Green Gables . 
Anthony Adverse . 
Arch of Triumph . 
Arrowsmith (Martin Arrow smith) . 
At the Villa Rose . ‘ ° 


Back Street . 

Barretts of W impole Street, The 

Beau GeSte . ‘ 

Bedelio 

Bell for Adano, / 

Bella Donna 

Bells Go Down, The . 

Beloved Vagabond, The 

Ben Hur ‘ 

Between Two Worlds 

Beware of Pity 

Big Sleep, The 

Black Narcissus 

Blaze at Noon 

Blood and Sand . 

Body Snatchers, The 

Bridge of San Luis Rey, “The . 

Brighton Rock . 

Broad Highway, The 

Brothers, The 

Brown on “ Resolution ’ 

Busman’s Holiday (Busan s Honey- 
moon) 


Call of the Wild, The 
Calling Dr. Kildare 
Captain Blood 

Captains 
Caravan 

Carnival 

Casino Murder Case, The 
Centennial Summer 

Chad Hanna 

Christmas 
Cimarron 

Citadel, The 

Claudia 

Claudia and Dav id 

Cluny Brown 

Come and Get It . 
Confidential Agent 
Conspirators, The 
Constant Nymph, The . ; 
Count of Monte Cristo, The . 
Crime and Punishment . 
Crime by Night 
Crouching Beast, The 
Cuckoo in the Nest 


David Copperfield. 
Death in the Afternoon . 
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Author 
Twain 
Twain 
Twain 
Borden 
Remarque 
Fielding 
Farnol 
Lyndon 


Oppenheim 
Landon 
Tolstoy 


Montgomery 
Allen 


Remarque 
Lewis 
Mason 


Hurst 
Besier 
Wren 
Caspary 
Hersey 
Hichens 


Stevenson 
Wilder 
Greene 
Farnol 
Strong 
Forester 


Sayers 
London 


Sabatini 
Kipling 
Smith 
Mackenzie 
Van Dine 
Idell 
Edmonds 
Maugham 
Ferber 
Cronin 
Franken 
Franken 
Sharpe 
Ferber 
Greene 
Prokosch 
Kennedy 
Dumas 
Dostoevski 
Homes 
Williams 
Travers 


Dickens 
Hemingway 


Title of Film 
Dead Men Tell No Tales 
Devotion 
Disputed Passage . 
Dodsworth . 
Double Indemnity . 
Dracula 
Dragonwyck 
Dragon Seed 
Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde 
Dr. Kildare’s Crisis ‘ 
Dr. Kildare Takes Charge 
Dr. Syn 
Dee Along the Mohawk 


Emil and the Deteétives. 
Escape Me Never . 
Experiment Perilous 


Fame is the Spur . 
Fanny by Gaslight 
Farewell My Lovely 
Farewell to Arms, A 
Fire Over England ° 
For Whom the Bell Tolls 
Four Feathers, The 
Four Just Men, The 
Frankenstein. 
Frenchman’s Creek 
Frightened Lady, The 


Garden of Allah, The 
Gilda . 

Girl of the Limberlost, A 
Glass Key, The . 
Gone with the Wind 
Good Companions, The 
Good Earth, The . 
Goodbye Mr. Chips 
Grand Canary 

Grand Hotel ‘ 
Grapes of Wrath, The 
Great Expeétations 
Great Impersonation, The 
Green Archer, The 
Green for Danger 

Green Light, The . 
Green Pack, The . 
Green Years, The 
Guadalcanal Diary 

Guy Named Joe, A 


Hangmen also Die (A eet 
Shall Fall) 

Hatter’s Castle 

Heidi . 

H. M. Pulham, Esq. 

Holy Matrimony (Buried Alive) 

Hound of the Baskervilles, The 

House Divided, A. 

House in Lordship Lane, The. 

House of the Arrow 

House With Green Shutters, The 

Housemaster 

How Green Was My Valley 

Human Comedy, The . 

Hunchback of Notre Dame, The 

Hungry Hill ‘ 
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Author 
Hornung 
Mannon 
Douglas 
Lewis 
Cain 
Stoker 
Seton 
Buck 
Stevenson 
Brand 
Brand 
Thorndike 
Edmonds 


Kastner 
Kennedy 
Carpenter 


Spring 
Sadleir 
Chandler 
Hemingway 
Mason 
Hemingway 


Shelley 
Du Maurier 
Wallace 


Hichens 
Bradley 
Stratton-Porter 
Hammett 
Mitchell 
Priestley 
Buck 
Hilton 
Cronin 
Baum 
Steinbeck 
Dickens 


Oppenheim 
Wallace 


. . 
. Mason 
Locke . Wallace 
Wallace 
Zweig 
Chandler 
Godden 
Ibanez 
. Brand 3 
‘ Douglas 
. Tregaskis q 
‘ Cairn 
Habe 
. Cronin 
Spyri 
Bennett 
Doyle 
Buck 
Mason 
Mason 
Douglas 
Hay 
Llewellyn 
Saroyan 
Hugo 
Du Maurier 4 
Nordhoff and 
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Title of Film 
Informer, The 
Invisible Man, The 
Iron Duke, The 
was a Spy 

I See a Dark Stranger 


Jamaica Inn 

Jane Eyre 

Jennie Gerhardt 

Jew Siiss 

Jezebel 

Joanna Godden 
Journey Into Fear 
Journey for Mafgaret 
Journey's End 


Just William. 


Keys of the Kingdom, The 
Killers, The . 

Kim ‘ 
King Solomon’ Mines 
King’s General, The 
King’s Row 

Kipps . F ‘ 
Knight W ithout \rmour 


Lady in the Dark, The 

Lady Vanishes, The 

Lassie 

Last Chance, The . 

Last of the Mohicans, The 

Laura ‘ 

Leave Her to y Heaven ‘ ‘ 

Les Misérables 

Let the People Sing 

Libel . 

Light that Failed, 

Lily Christine 

Little Lord Fauntleroy 

Little Minister, The 

Little Women 

Lives of a Bengal 
(Bengal Lancer) 

Lodger, The. 

Lorna Doone 

Lost Horizon 

Lost Week-end, The 


Lancer, 


rhe 


Love Letters (Pity My Simplic ity) 


Love on the Dole . 
Luxury Liner 


Madame Curie ‘ 
Madonna of the Seven Mow ns 
Magnificent Obsession 
Magnolia Street 

Main Street 2 

Man in Grey, The , 

Man in the Iron Mask, The 
Man of Aran 

Man Within, The . 

Man Who ¢ ould Work Mirac les, 


Man Who Knew Too Much, The 


Marriage is a Private Affair 
Marriage of Corbal, The 
Mask of Dimitrios, The 
Matter of Life and Death, \ 
Medal for the General, A 


Men of Two Worlds 
Message to Garcia, A. ° 


I "he 
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luthor 
O'Flaherty 
Wells 
Lindsay 
McKenna 
Mannon 


Du Maurier 
Brénte 
Dreiser 
Feutchwanger 
Frankau 
Kaye-Smith 
Ambler 
White 
Sherrit? and 
Bartlett 
Crompton 


Cronin 
Hemingway 
Kipling 
Haggard 
Du Maurier 
Bellamann 
Wells 
Hilton 


Pryce 
White 
Knight 
Schweizer 
Cot yper 
Caspary 
W illiams 
Hugo 
Priestley 
Wooll 
Kipling 
Arlen 
Burnett 
Barrie 
\leott 


Yeats-Brown 
Lowdnes 
Blackmore 
Hilton 

Jacks« m 
Massie 
Greenwood 
Kaus 


Curic 
Lawrence 
Douglas 
Golding 
Lewis 
Smith 
Dumas 
Mullen 
Greene 
ells 
CheSterton 
Kelly 
Sabatini 
Ambler 
Warman 
Ronald 
Fisher 


Hubbard 


Title of Film 
Michael Strogotl 
Midshipman Easy (Mr... . 
Mildred Pierce 
Mill on the Floss, The 
Ministry of Fear 
Mission to Moscow ‘ 
Mind of Mr. Reeder, The 
Mr. Emmanuel 
Mr. Skeffington 


Mr. Smith Goes to W ashington 


Mrs. Miniver 

Mrs. Parkington 
Monsieur Beaucaire 
Moon and Sixpence, The 
Moon is Down, The 
Mortal Storm, The 
Mutiny on the Bounty 


My Friend Flicka . 
My Son, My Son . . 


Narrow Corner 

Nicholas Nickleby. 

None but the Lonely Heart 
North-West Passave 


Odd Man Out 
Of Human Bondave 
Of Mice and Men. 


Oil for the Lamps of China 
Oliver Twist 

Over the River 
Overlanders, The . 


Painted Veil, The . 

Persons in Hiding 

Pied Piper 

Postman Always Rings iwi ice, 
Pride and Prejudice 

Prisoner of Zenda 


Rathes 

Rains Came, The 
Random Harvest 
Razor's Edge, The 
Reap the Wild Wind 
Rebecca 


Rebecca of Sunnybr 10k F arm. 


Red Wagon . 

Return of Sherk ck Holmes 
Riders of the Purple Sage 
Ringer, The 

Rookery Nook. 
Ruggles of Red Gap 


Sanders of the River 
Saratoga Trunk 

Scarlet Pimpernel, The 
School for Secrets 

Sea Hawk, The 

Sea Wolf, The 

Secret Agent ( Ashenden) 
Secret of Dr. Kildare, The 
See Here, Pte. Hargrove 
Seventh Cross, The 
Seventh Veil, The 
Shipbuilders, The . 
Show Boat 

Sign of the Cross, The 


Luthor 
Verne 
Marrvat 
Cain 
Eliot 
Greene 
Davies 
Wallace 
Golding 
** Elizabeth ” 
Landery 
Struther 
Bromtield 
Tarkington 
Maugham 
Steinbeck 
Bottome 
Nordoff and 

Hall 
O'Hara 
Spring 


Maugham 
Dickens 
Llewellyn 
Roberts 


Green 
Maugham 
Steinbeck 


Hobart 
Dickens 
Galsworthy 


Maugham 
Shute 
Cain 
\usten 


Hope 


Hornung 
Bromtield 
Hilton 
Maugham 
Strabel 
Du Maurier 
Wiggin 
Smith 
Doyle 
Grey 
Wallace 
lravers 


Wilson 


Wallace 
Ferber 
Orczy 
\mes 
Sabatini 
London 
Maugham 
Brand 
Hargrove 
Seghers 
Porlock 
Blake 
Ferber 
Barrett 


| | 
| 


all 


Title of Film 
Song of Bernadette, The 
Sorrell and Son 
South Riding 
Squeaker, The ‘ 
Stars Look Down, The . 
Stella Dallas 
Stranger, The 
Strawberry Roan 
Story of Dr. Wassell, The 
Swiss Family Robinson . 
Tale of Two Cities, A 
Temptation (Bella Donna) 
Ten Minutes Alibi 


These Foolish Things 
They Were Expendable . 
They Were Sisters 

They Knew Mr. Knight 
Thin Man, The 


Things to (The Shape of ) 


Thirty-Nine Steps, The . 
This Above All 
This Man is Dangerous . 
Three Comrades 


Three Musketeers, The . 
Thunderhead 

To Have and To Have Not 
Tom Brown’s Schooldays 
Tortilla Flat 
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Author 
Werfel 
Deeping 
He 
Wallace 
Cronin 
Prouty 
Veiller 
Strong 
Hilton 
Wyss 
Dickens 
Hichens 
Armstrong and 


Shaw 


Sadleir 
White 
Whipple 
Whipple 
Hammett 
Wells 
Buchan 
Knight 
Hume 
Remarque 
Dumas 
O’Hara 
Hemingway 
Hughes 
Steinbeck 


Letters on Our Affairs 


Dear CALLIMACHUS, 


Wallace-like novel I could find. 
great herdings of the profession. 
who prefer more of my own society. 


Tree Grows in Brooklyn, A 
Two Years Before the Mast 


Under New Management 
Under Two Flags . 


Valley of Decision, The 
Vanessa 
Vanity Fair . 

Verdié, The. 
Vessel of Wrath, The 
Virginians, The 


Wanderer of the Wasteland 
Wate Case, The . 

Warer Gipsies, The 

White Banners 


Wicked Lady, The (T he Life and 
Death of the Wicked Lady Skelton) 


W Plan 
Wuthering Heights 


Yank at Oxford, A 


Yankee at the Court of King Arthur, / A 


Young Dr. Kildare, The 
Young Woodley . 
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Smith 
Dana 


Jacobs 
Ouida 


Davenport 
Walpole 
Thackeray 
Zangwill 
Maugham 
Wister 


Grey 
Bancroft 
Herbert 
Douglas 


King-Hall 
Seton 
Brénte 


Garland 
Twain 
Brand 

Van Druten 


It is not suggested that this list is exhaustive by 
any means and I shall be grateful to be informed of 


omissions. 


SUCCESS TO THE CONFERENCE ! 

While you have been away at the Conference, in the lovely weather which we are still 
enjoying, in spite of the Air Ministry’s thunderstorm warnings, here in Devon, I have been 
farther away, listening to the murmur of the Dart, accompanied by the nearest recent Edgar- 


I have, in my salad days, shared your enthusiasm for these 
I am now one of those stupid people, intolerable to some, 


It is wrong of me admittedly. I do rejoice that in my 


long life 1 have received from young librarians even more courtesies, forbearances and 
assistance than I have from older ones, although, even of them, I make no complaint. I 
have held no exalted position with librarians and have not therefore been a mark for those 


who envy the advance of others ; 


I daresay 1 have been jealous of the lucky ones. myself. 


Now I stand apart a great deal of my time, watching the work of the new age, appreciatively, 


and I hope with sympathy. 


What are they all driving at ? 


we should find some new vista on the road to the library elysium. 


THAT IS THE QUESTION 
which made every conference of old, and makes them today, an adventure of hope. Perhaps 


I have come back as dis- 


appointed in my main object as was Omar in his coming out from the great argument of 


doétor and saint, but for years I have 


gone on still nursing the unconquerable hope ;_ I do 


sometimes now. So you have my permission to be at Brighton in the unending quest. It 


is occupying more minds than ours. 


which leads me on to what I have now to discuss with you. 


THE AMERICAN PusBLic Liprary ENourrRyY 


[ have brought with me The Library Journal for May 18t, 


Recently one of the ablest members of a library committee I know made the suggestion 


that I should prepare a report on ‘ 


‘the present scope of the public library service.” There 


was, he thought, some reason to believe that the service had travelled considerably from, or 
beyond, the original ideas of it held in the nineteenth century and its aéctivities ran into several 


fields not originally contemplated. 


well-informed as to the extent of its aétivities and facilities, 


He was sure, moreover, that the general public was not 


|| 

P 

é 
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He is right, I think. I cannot recall, in the early literature upon our work, such things 
as collections of music, illustrations, maps and commercial materials; or quick-reference 
services, publicity, book-display—although this came much earlier than is generally thought— 
lectures, reading lists, bulletins, and naturally, as it did not exist, the telephone did not serve 
as a channel for receiving and answering questions. A library was a place where one got books 
to take home, or called to consult or read on the premises books that were anchored to a 
reference library or to read magazines or newspapers, although the last were not in the earliest 
activities. These things are part and parcel of our everyday now. But does the public realize 
it? How many uses a day are made of our services in relation to our whole population ? 
Even when, as the records of some towns declare, fifty per cent. of the inhabitants hold 
library cards, does that mean that they are regular or intermittent users and do these also make 
any natural use of information and special services. If not, is it because they do not know of 
them because of the insufficiency Tou advertising, or is it because they have no need, or 
only rare need, of such services ? 

Or, is there A Deeper Cause 
—which is that the public library needs re-assessment and possibly re-orientation to encounter 
modern needs successfully. Obviously our American friends have some doubts in their 
minds. They spend money very freely, of course, but they would not spend many thousands 
of dollars—or would they ?—and appoint a committee of professors, teachers, economists, 
administrators and librarians to enquire into the present position and purpose of the public 
library, unless they had some feeling that all was not well and that the library was not contri- 
buting as fully as it might to the community. We have had our own enquiries in England, 
but this new American one is on a scale beyond our means. Its progress will be watched, 
at any rate by me, with the keenest interest. Perhaps it is all to the good that it is not being 
made only by librarians. 

From a spacious and all-important subject I turn to one that is trivial. I suffer (and so do 
you) from what I may call 

THe WESTERN PLAGUE 

At an official dinner the other night I was one with three councillors. They all burst 
upon me from their respective wards as it were, with the complaint that there were no new 
books in any of the branch libraries in their areas ; in faét, there was nothing worth reading. 
In a long life of library work I had a glimmering idea of what that meant. I denied the whole 
accusation, numbered the thousands of volumes that each had received in the past year or 
two and placed them on the defensive as straightly and courteously as one may in a dinner 
table conversation. It then emerged, somewhat reluétantly, that there were not enough 
cowboy Stories. It is a faét, Callimachus, that the most vocal of all readers appear to be those 
who never read a book that is worth while, but there may be something in the persistent 
demand for the modern equivalent of the Buffalo Bill stories of a half century ago which 
may be worth examination. Of course it is the effloressence in a low form of the desire for 
escape literature which we all feel at times. ‘‘ Riding the range, where the deer and the 
antelope play, tra-la-la,” is a lovely occupation for those who can never do it, and many 
writers seem to make a good thing out of this Buffalo Bill stuff. But can we really justify 
its provision from public moneys in an institution which has some claims, we hope, to be 
cultural ? [I once heard, years ago, that the man who pays the piper calls the tune. It may be 
so, but to supply this sort of tune does not require very superior library training, does it ? 
And, confound it, the number of new westerns is not legion. The demand has become, as 
I have said, a veritable plague and in part is a result ot the work of Tom Mix and his successors. 
On the films this stuff is inspiring—wide open spaces, steeds careering as the wind, pistols 
blazing, etcetera, etcetera, but it is unbelievable that sane men can sit down and read the stuff 
in cold print. They can, however. 

Perhaps, when all our inquiries come to an end we shall be nearer a solution of this 
problem. Meanwhile, have one for me with any of the Old Guard you can meet at the Old 
Ship or elsewhere. 

Vale ! HERACLITUS. 


We do not hold ourselves responsible for the opinions of the writers of * LerreRS ON Our AFFAIRS,” 
—Editor, Tue Lrprary Worvp. 


| 
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IME TIDE 


INDEPENDENT NON-PARTY WEEKLY 


TIME & TIDE stands uncompromisingly for INDEPENDENT values : 
and against all forms of bureaucracy or totalitarianism, whatever their shape 
or party label. It contains every week articles on English Literature, the Arts 
and Politics, by recognised authorities ; and at the same time, it encourages 
young writers to grow their wings. 


TIME & TIDE is of particular interest to young people ; to those who 
are eager for an informed view of the background of events ; and to men 
and women, of every shade of political opinion, who value independent 
opinion and freedom of judgment. 


FROM YOUR NEWSAGENT 6d. WEEKLY 
OR ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTION 30/- POST FREE 


& TIDE, 32, BLOOMSBURY ST., LONDON, w.c.1. 


MATSON’S 
PUBLICATIONS 


WRITERS’ & PHOTOGRAPHERS’ 
REFERENCE GUIDE (1947 Edition) 


ss A new year book of valuable references 
Now available for all who contribute to the press 


** Extremely useful and well compiled.’’—Library World. 
“*le should prove invaluable.’’—Mini: Camera Magazi 


S P R I N G “*A first-class addition to 


indispensable tool."’—National Newsagent. 


CATALOGUE Cr.Bvo. Cloth. Mustrated. 290 pages. 


19 47 Just Published 
MONEY FROM GARDENING 


JOHN HAMPSHIRE, F.R.H.S. 


CRABTREE PRESS LTD 


We should be pleased to (Author of two Garden Book Club choices ) 

supply readers of THE Cr. 8vo. Cloth, 4s. 6d. ; Boards, 2s. 6d. 
Lisrary WorxD with copies MONEY FROM ENTERTAINING 
of the above on application. (The author has over papa ~~ to his credit) 
Cr. 8vo. Cloth, 6s. ; Boards, 3s. 6d. 
WRITE TO-DAY CURRENT BOOK LIST SENT ON REQUEST 

MATSON’S PUBLICATIONS 

ST. IVES HUNTINGDON 


TIVOLI CRESCENT - BRIGHTON 
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Forthcoming Religious Titles 


WHITHER THEOLOGY? 
Wm. ROBINSON 


After a masterly summary of the main developments in 
Christian theology since Apostolic times, Principal 
Robinson suggests a way forward through the study of 
five essential patterns of Biblical thought—the Living 
God, the Peoples of God, the Providence of God, the 
Creatureliness of Man and the Grace of God. 7s. 6d. net. 


CHRIST IS ALIVE 
G. R. BEASLEY MURRAY 


The author re-examines the historical evidence for the 
Resurrection of Jesus Christ and draws out its implications 
for the common life of the man and woman in the world of 
today. 7s. 6d. net. 


ST. PAUL AND CORINTH 
J. T. DEAN 


A rare combination of scholarly research with the warm- 
hearted sympathy of a veteran missionary dealing with 
the question of the transition from | Corinthians to 2 
Corinthians together with its solution. 5s. net. 


LUTTERWORTH PRESS 
Sales Dept. : 4-12 Halliwick Court Parade, 
Friern Barnet, London, N.12 


Personal News 


Mr. J. Burkett, Chief Assistant-Librarian, 
Chesterfield Public Library, has been appointed 
Librarian to the Ministry of Civil Aviation. 

Miss S. B. Giles, Assistant, Islington Public 
Libraries, to be in charge of the travelling 
library, St. Albans. 

Miss Florence Marie Smith, of the Islington 
Public Libraries, has been appointed Deputy 
Librarian, St. Albans. 

Miss Muriel Wilson, Deputy Librarian, 
St. Albans Public Library, has succeeded 
the late Mr. Green as City Librarian. 


Topicalities 
Edited by McGti1 
From the ASSOCIATION OF ASSIS- 
TANT LIBRARIANS comes the Midland 
Division News Sheet, Vol. 1, No. 1, which ts 
to be a quarterly containing news of the 


Division. BURTON UPON TRENT 


Reader’s Handbook deals with the non-fiction 
recently acquired, ‘‘ Enquire Within” is the 
title of the Information Bulletin of CHESTER- 
FIELD’S Reference Library. Fifteen thousand 
non-fiction books are now on loan from the 
Central Library of the Dorset County Library 


which has issued a Catalogue of Books on 
Dorset with an illustration on the title of the 
Birthplace of Thomas Hardy. ‘‘ New Leaf” 
is issued by DOVER PUBLIC LIBRARY 
with an apology from the Borough Librarian 
that many of the titles contained therein are 
for 1946. He promises that future booklists 
will be as up-to-date as everyone else’s, 
ISLINGTON PUBLIC LIBRARIES have a 
note on the Local Colleétion and advises 
readers desiring information about Islington 
(historical or otherwise) to make their wants 
known in the Reference Library; besides 
the usual lists of new books added there is a 
page devoted to Borough Council News, 
LEICESTER MUNICIPAL LIBRARIES con- 
tain a note on “ The Library and Economic 
Recovery”’; the Library has now received 
2,000 of the reports on the industries of the 
occupied countries produced by British, 
American and other Allied Agencies; the 
Bulletin included the usual list of new books. 
“The Month’s New Books,” in typescript, 
comes from LINCOLN PUBLIC LIBRARIES. 
NEWCASTLE - UPON - TYNE PUBLIC 
LIBRARIES have a seleét list on “ Acting and 
Stagecraft,” and some recent additions to the 
Central Lending Library on a separate list. 
In| PORTSMOUTH LIBRARIES AND 
MUSEUMS is an illustrated number of their 
“Portsmouth Reader” showing illustrations 
of play-bills one hundred years old and 
photographs of the Old Theatre Royal— 
exterior and interior, with a note on the 
Old Portsmouth Theatre, the ‘ Reader” has 
a number of advertisements. We welcome 
from ST. PANCRAS No. 1 of the “ St. Pancras 
Journal,” a monthly, price twopence. The 
front page has a photograph of “‘ Our First 
Freeman ”—Mr. George Bernard Shaw and 
another one taken in Mr. Shaw’s “‘ St. Pancras 
Days”; a note, “A Socrates in Fitzroy 
Square ” deals with his keen interest in the 
Borough’s Welfare when he served as a 
Vestryman half a century ago. Mr. Shaw 
read the proofs of the article and his corrections 
and amendments are shown in italics; there 
is an article by Stella Gibbons—‘ Look at 
all the Books!” who is a resident in St. 
Pancras ; the children have not been forgotten 
in their ‘‘ Children’s Corner,” with a serial 
Story by Joyce Tapp. SOUTHPORT in its 
“Library Bulletin” has a useful article by 
Vera M. Pollard, F.L.A., on ‘‘ How to use a 
Library.” In SWINTON and PENDLE- 
BURY is an editorial on “ Keeping a Diary” 
which deals with Samuel Pepys’s Diary. 
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Library Reports 
By Hersertr C. SAWTELLE 
(Bermondsey Public Libraries) 


CarpiFF Public Libraries.—Annual Report, 
1945-1946. Chief Librarian, Edmund J. Rees, 
F.L.A. Cost of Library service, £39,712. 
Total Issues, 2,439,792. Borrower’s Tickets 
in force, 98,018. Branches 11. 


The year here reviewed has been one of Steady 
progress, and the general upward trend in the use of 
the library service has been well maintained. All 
departments show increased usage with the exception 
of the School Libraries, and the aggregate circulation 
amounted to 54,812 above the total for the previous 
year; 3,434 borrowers were registered during the 
past year. A new departure was the arrangement 
made to supply books on loan for the use of the inmates 
of H.M. prison. In addition to this group, loan books 
on special subjects are to be lent on request to the 
Officer-in-charge. Increased activity has been shown 
in the library service at the Hospitals, and a record 
circulation was achieved; 690,000 volumes were 
recovered during the two Book Drives held during 
the war. Future developments of the service include the 
provision of at least three new branch libraries, the 
extension of a number of the present buildings, and a 
new Central building. Alderman W. G. Howell 
vacated the office of Chairman of the Libraries Com- 
mittee after serving in that capacity for seventeen years, 
and completing twenty-three years unbroken service 
on the Committee. 


NorTHAMPTON Public Libraries, Museums and 
Art Gallery.—Annual Report, 1945-1946. 
Chief Librarian and Curator, Reginald W. 
Brown, F.L.A., F.R.S.A. Total Stock, 
128,482. Additions, 7,390. Total Issues, 
731,448. Borrowers, 37,846. Branches 4. 

This well-produced and illustrated Report shows 
that the service provided is widely used and greatly 
appreciated. Although book circulation tailed to reach 
the aggregate of the previous year, it amounted to 
nearly 100,000 more than in the last pre-war year. 

The ceasing of issues to evacuees accounts for about 

two-thirds of the decrease. Plans have been accepted 

for the transference of the Juvenile, Intermediate and 

Nursery Libraries from the basement to the ground 

floor. Other re-arrangements are to be made, and part 

of the large room thus released will be converted into 

a Lecture Hall for small meetings. Over 81,000 

visitors were recorded at the Museums during the year. 


Rocupate Public Libraries, Art Gallery and 
Museum.—75th Annual Report. Chief 
Librarian and Curator, C. Stott. Population 
(est.), 87,500. Rate, 4.61d. Income from 
Rate, £10,170. Total Stock, 88,672. 
Additions, 6,160. Withdrawals, 3,013. 
Total Issues, 739,581. Borrowers, 38,824. 
Branches, 6. 

\ partial return to normal conditions is apparent 
in the work of the year now being reviewed. The 


BOOK SOCIETY CHOICE 


THE 
MOUNTAIN 
VILLAGE 


CHUN-CHAN YEH 


Drama and humour, pity and wistfulness are 
most subtly blended in this story of life in a 
Yangtse village in the early 1920’s. A novel. 

9s. 6d. net. 


PRINTING 
MANAGEMENT 


NOEL MONTAGUE 


This book, the first on the subject, provides 
the essential fundamental knowledge which 
every printing management executive must 
possess. 12s. 6d. net. 


Central Library has been restored to pre-war conditions. 
Basement rooms, requisitioned for air raid shelters, 
have been returned to their legitimate use as Staff 
workrooms. The portion of Reference Library stock 
which had been transferred to the Picture Gallery 
is now back in its original quarters. 2,500 new tickets 
were issued to Lending Library readers, and book 
circulation reached a total over 14,000 above that of 
the previous year. It is reported with regret that the 
major portion of the Museum is Still in the hands of 
the Food Control Committee. 


St. Hevtens Public Library and Museum.— 
68th Annual Report. Chief Librarian and 
Curator, Herbert H. Edwards, F.L.A. 
Income from Rate, £8,718. Total Stock, 
80,495. Additions, 8,800. Withdrawals, 
6,893. Total Issues, 823,732. Borrowers’ 
Tickets in force, 40,180. Branches, 5. 


\s the last printed Report covered the period 
1938-9, comparative Statistics for the intervening years 
are included in this Report. Circulation figures show a 
remarkable upward tendency since 1940, reaching 
record heights in 1944-5, but there was a slight fall in 
the year under review. About 326,700 items were 
collected during the Book Salvage Drives held in 1943 
and 1944. Fire broke out in the Store-room of the 
Central Library and destroyed a bookcase and over 
s00 books. An exhibition, ‘‘ New Use of Glass,” was 
arranged in the large Reading Room and aroused a 
good deal of public attention. 


SYLVAN PRESS 
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BOOKSHOP and/or LIBRARY BUSINESS 
wanted to purchase up to £50,000. To ensure 
matter treated confidentially, advertiser pre- 
pared supply references — to disclosure by 
Vendor name of Business.—Write Box 
C 454 c/o Streets, 110, Old Broad Street, E.C.2. 


Book Selection Guide 
A Descriptive List of Books 
of Interest to Librarians 


PROFESSIONAL 
MonraGueE (Noel) Printing 
Sylvan Press. 12s. 6d. net. 
Printing as a business is the subjeét of this work 
and the author has made very clear all the essentials 
in conneétion with the administration of the business 
from every point of view. It is also a text-book for 
the Student and for the master printer; it is a ready 
reference to the legal, financial, Statistical, secretarial, 


Management. 


organizational and funétional aspects of the task of 


business. A chapter on 


managing a printing 
explains the place and 


“Management and Design” 


the influence of design in the whole process of 


produétion. 

GENERAL 

Barr (Alfred H.) Picasso: Fifty Years of His 
Art. Illus., some in colour. New York, 
The Museum of Modern Art. $6.00. 

The subject of this biography has been described 
as ‘* possibly the greatest living painter,”’ and many will 
endorse this point of view, whilst those who do not 
appreciate or understand the bizarre in art may disagree 
with it. These opinions, however, do not affect the 
faét that this fully-illustrated work will do much to 
kill prejudice, eliminate controversy and establish a 
fair estimate of his powers. The three hundred plates 
which the volume contains are representative. The 
bibliography is full, there are voluminous notes and 
lists ot the paintings, The whole forms a well-contrived 
biography. 

Beat (Edward) New Developments in Rail- 
way Modelling. A. & C. Black. 15s. od. 
net. 

This volume has the purpose of bringing to the 
notice of the railway model engineer all the latest ideas 
and developments, and it fulfils that purpose well. 
Beat (Edward) Railway Modelling in Plan and 

Perspeétive. Modelcraft. 12s. 6d. net. 

This very useful work contains twelve layouts 
suitable for both “OO” and “O” gauge and for 
floor spaces from to ft. by 3 ft. 6 in. to 18 ft. by 
13 ft. 6 in. Details of methods of operation are given 
and the illustrations being both in plan and perspective 
are clear and workable. 

BuLKELEY (George V. O.) Transport Admin- 
istration in Tropical Dependencies. With 
Chapters on Finance, Accounting and 
Statistical Method. In collaboration with 
Ernest J. Smith. The Railway Gazette. 


2os. od. net. 
\ valuable work on the general administration 


of Tropical Railways together with their allied water, 
air and road transport. The details of each service are 
clearly shown. ‘The author has recently retired from 
the position of Director of Transport in Nigeria 
and is therefore well qualified to deal with the subje 
as a whole. 

Bu.ierr (Gerald) George Eliot, Her Life and 
Books. Portraits. Collins. 12s. 6d. net. 

Mr. Bullett has produced a valuable contribution 
to the biographical material already in existence con- 
cerning a writer of the Victorian period whose novels 
as well as her personality have suStained their interest 
to readers of the present day. 
diffidence and assurance in the author’s charaéter 
which make her especially attractive from a personal 
point of view, and this is kept alive by her relations 
with her friends which Mr. Bullett describes sym 
thetically and without false sentiment. George Eliot 
did not develop quickly. Born in 1819 it was nearly 
forty years later before her first Stories captured the 
public imagination. Her connection with George 
Lewes is already well known, but her friendship with 
Herbert Spencer comes more freshly into her story 
and throws a new light on her charaéter. Part Il of 
Mr. Bullett’s work deals with the critical aspect of her 
writings. 

CINEMA AND THEATRE. Annual Review and 
Direétory of Ireland, 1947. Dublin, Park- 
side Press. 5s. od. net. 

A most useful reference book on the subject with 
which it deals. The Commentary by Robert C. McKew 
sums up the film business of today in three se¢tions: 
produétion, distribution, and exhibition. A. D. Baker 
discourses on ‘‘ Sound Systems.” Other short chapters 
deal with ‘‘ The Care of Films,”’ Public Taste in Films ” 
and ‘“ Comfort for the Patron.”” Trade Bookers, 
Direétory of Cinemas in Ireland, Forthcoming Films 
are dealt with and in the Theatre Seétion much useful 


information is given, besides a list of A@tors and 
A@tresses and of Dance orchestras. 
DouGias (Keith) Alamein to Zem Zem., 


Illus. Nicholson & Watson. 8s. 6d. net. 
It is claimed that this book, by a junior tank officer, 
contains some of the finest descriptions of aétual 
fighting that the late war has produced. Certainly, 
this account of battle experiences from Alamein to the 
fall of Tunis, is extraordinarily vivid, exciting and 
humorous. Douglas succeeded in capturing the atmos- 
phere of service life and his observations and feelings 
are admirably described. Included is the whole of his 
Middle East Poetry. These poems are some of the best 
yet produced by the war. 
Eputn (H. L.) Forestry and Woodland Life. 
Illus. col. frontis. Batsford. 15s. od. net. 
\ forest is a living, breathing thing containing 
wild life, flowers and plants in profusion. The author 
describes for the layman, as well as the man engaged in 
forestry, the science and craft of the woodlands of which 
he has made a life Study. Eleven chapters deal with the 
natural growth of trees and those that follow tell of 
man’s Connection with them from the early days of 
trapping and hunting to the highly scientific forest 
prattice of recent years. Afforestation, the felling of 
timber, its transportation and forest economics form 
important sections of the work. The forest in literature 
and the arts including photography are touched upon 
and the illustrations of trees, flowers and birds are 
exceptionally pleasing and valuable. 
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Gaunt (Arthur) Colleéting for Pleasure and 
Profit. Illus. Southern Editorial Syndicate. 
ss. od. net. 

To some people collecting is an obsession in itself 
and it is only a question of ‘“‘ What shall I colleé&?” 
This hundred-page book gives a variety of choice of 
more than ten suggestions. Books of course take first 
place in many people’s minds, but coins, autographs 
and stamps follow these closely. Stamps, however, for 
some unaccountable reason, do not appear to have a 
chapter devoted to them, which is a regrettable 
omission. There are, however, so many other goc 
ideas to work from that a good demand for the boo 
is certain to ensue. 

Jonson (A. B.) A Treatise on Language. 
Edited, with a Critical Essay on his Phil- 
osophy of Language, by David Rynin. 
Illus. Berkeley, U.S.A., University Cali- 
fornia Press: Cambridge University Press. 
27s. 6d. net. 

First published in 1828, expanded and revised in 
1836, this classic on language has remained almost 
unknown. Dr. Rynin, in editing this new edition, has 
added a valuable essay on Johnson’s philosophy of 
language examined in the light of contemporary 
theories. This work will fulfil the need for a book on 
semantics which is neither too popular to be correét nor 
too highly technical to be intelligible. 

Lejyarp (Andre) The Art of the French Book. 
Introduéction by Philip James. Illus., some 
in colour. Paul Elek. 2. 10s. od. net. 

Based on the world-famous collection in the 
Bibliothéque Nationale, this very fine book, with its 
large number of reproductions, many in colour, is a 
worthy addition to the shelves of all libraries and 
collectors. This volume traces the history of French 
book productions from Century manuscripts 
to books illustrated by Matisse, Braque and Picasso. 
Brief chapters on the significant and artistic achieve- 
ment of each period are appended. Included is a useful 
bibliography. . 

FICTION 

Baker (Frank) Mr. Allenby Loses the Way. 
Boardman. 9s. 6d. net. 

__ The hero is a newsagent with the imposing names 
of Sergius Wilfred. He is dissatisfied with life and 
suddenly awakens to the chaos of a post-war world 
around him. Because he regards himself as a misfit 
in the surrounding conditions he feels he must follow 
“a queer Star’ and that he must do this alone. This 
is his story of the search for truth. 

Caron (Paul) Fanfare for Shadows. Staples 
Press. 7s. 6d. net. 

_ Technical film-making is admirably described in 
this life Story of Don Carralet and Jane Chilcott who 
meet and part to mect again after the lapse of years 
and after vicissitudes affecting the producing of their 
joint film, ‘‘ Douole Destiny,” before they come into 
their own. The last sentence of this humorous story 
caps the whole. 


QueEEN (Ellery) Ladies in Crime. A Colleétion 
of Detective Stories by English and 
American Writers. Faber. 9s. 6d. net. 


Divided into two seétions, ‘‘ The Great Women 
Deteétives,” and “‘ The Great Women Criminals,” 
Ellery Queen has colleéted an excellent series of stories 
by well-known authors which make really good 
reading and will please all crime fans. 


JUVENILE 
Grecory (Lester) The Trigger Kid. Jenkins. 
8s. 6d. net. 


The town of Stampede was named thus in earnest 
and very suitably so. Ruled by a tough hombre— 
of whom there were plenty in New Mexico—he is 
tackled by a daredevil young outlaw who arrives at 
the place in answer to a call from a married woman 
named Mary Ryan. With a price of ten thousand 
dollars on his head, Kid Cyclone plays a lone hand and 
naturally there is not a dull page in this story, through- 
out which he performs a hero’s part. 
MATTHEWMAN (Phyllis) Because of Vivian. 

Lutterworth. 6s. od. net. 

The fifth-formers at Kirkdale Priory School are 
here drawn with remarkable insight into charaéter, 
which is as diverse at fifteen and thereabouts, if not more 
so, than in their elders. The too-charming Vivian, 
who outlives her popularity, her satellite, Gabrielle, 
and the two practical and kindly girls, Lynette and Diana, 
are here seen in an atmosphere both scholastic and 
social. Other girls enter the story and mould the 
incidents into a very readable whole. 

PUBLICATIONS RECEIVED 
THE AMERICAN LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 
BULLETIN, April, May, 1947.—BRITISH BOOK 
NEWS, May, June, 1947.—BRITISH BOOKS TO 
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COME, Feb.-March, April, 1947.—CHILDHOOD 
AND YOUTH, April-June, 1947.—THE LIBRARIAN 
AND BOOK WORLD, April, 1947.—-THE LIBRARY 
ASSISTANT, May-June, 1947.—THE LIBRARY 
ASSOCIATION RECORD, April, 1947.—THE 
LIBRARY OF CONGRESS QUARTERLY 
JOURNAL OF CURRENT ACQUISITIONS, 
Feb., 1947.—THE LIBRARY JOURNAL, April 1st, 
tsth, May 1947——MEDICAL BOOKMAN, 
May, 1947—MORE BOOKS, The Bulletin of the 
Boston Public Library, May, 1947.—-NEW ZEALAND 
LIBRARIES, Jan.-Feb., 1947.—THE WILSON 
LIBRARY BULLETIN, April, May, 1947. 


Correspondence 


Tue Eprror, 
Tue Liprary Worvp.” 
15th May, 1947. 

Sir,—‘ The L.A. and Organized Labour.” 
I have given notice of motion (‘ That the 
L.A. seek affiliation with the T.U.C.”’) for the 
September meeting of the L.A. Council. The 
motion is in direét terms because it wouldn’t 
be right to hide the faét that affiliation may well 
be the goal of steps which in my opinion 
should be taken wow. Note that the verb is 
seek,” 

Every member, I’m sure, wishes to preserve 
and strengthen the L.A., which has done much 
good work and may do more. No one can 
wish that more than I. But librarians in 
public employ ought to be organized as a 
solid body, within the L.A., for the promotion 
of their particular interests. There may be 
three sections : assistant, county and municipal 
chiefs. That is a detail. I favour one group. 
But the means for librarians to aét together 
freely have long been wanted. We should 
delay no more. 

Publicly- -employed librarians can no longer 
Stand apart from other authority officials. 
They must co-operate on terms of equality 
with N.A.L.G.O. That may mean, sooner or 
later, probably sooner, coming to terms with 
organized labour. The march of events and 
the hindrances to co-operative action by 
librarians acting by and for themselves, con- 
vince me that the 1939 Draft By-laws, with 
which the Council are again tinkering, though 
they were thrown out at Liverpool eight years 
ago, are hopelessly out-of-date. We need a 
democracy of librarianship, with no inter- 
ference in our own meetings from representa- 
tives of local authorities. 

Yours, etc., 
Ernest A. SAVAGE. 
23 Braidburn Crescent, 


Edinburgh, 10. 


Tue Eprror, 

“ Tue Lrsrary Worvp.” 

29¢h May, 1947. 

Sir, a was much impressed by Mr. an $ 
article, ‘ ‘ Public Libraries Great or Small,” 
your May issue. Our aims and hopes are 
based on securing a greater uniformity in the 
library system of the country which is re- 
grettably deficient even in these enlightened 
days, days when the public conscience is more 
@used than ever before and when it demands 
nothing but the best of social amenities. 


Why should librarians in areas with identical 
populations be remunerated differently ; why 
should there be varying establishments for 
staff; and why should there be incomparable 
expenditure programmes with the resultant 
effect on book provision and the adequacy 
of the service ? 

We small-authority librarians are fully 
aware of our limited resources ; our constant 
uphill struggles against narrow parochial 
outlooks founded on an age-old library 
tradition; and of the multitarious duties 
which fall on us at the expense of extension 
work with the public of a personal nature, 
denying us those far-reaching consequences, 
which we would relish. 

I should certainly feel no loss of dignity 
in becoming a Branch or Deputy Librarian in 
a larger system. Rather should I welcome the 
added experience, but I hope Mr. Joliffe was 
not inferring any lack of initiative or enter- 
prise on our part, or that we had not first-rate 
colleagues. Is there no ripe material in the 
smaller libraries and is he sure that some 
independent librarians of small authorities 
are not giving a really efficient service to their 
public ? 

The outlook and attitude of the large system 
Staff to that of the small authority must 
necessarily differ through their environment ; 
their types of training; the extent of the 
bibliographical aids available ; their relations 
with the employing authority ; and numerous 
other factors, but the success a small library 
official achieves, I contend, is due to an un- 
flagging zeal for his profession and the display 
of initiative notwithstanding opposition from 
his Council and Heads of other Local Govern- 
ment Departments. 

Yours, etc., 
Jack Dove, 
Borough Librarian. 
Fielden Public Library, 
Dock Street, Fleetwood. 
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